CHAPTER 1

Dark Spot in the History
of the Russian Revolution

The revolutionary October and February
are inseparable on the calendar of the Rus-
sian Revolution just as they are on the cal-
endar of nature. These are two links of one
chain, fever and ulcers of the same plague.

Anton Kersnovsky

It’s bad enough to be enemies with Anglo-
Saxons, but it’s even worse to be friends
with them.

General Alexei Vandam

Almost 90 years have passed after the February and the October
Revolutions, but it is still not clear why and how the powerful
Russian Empire fell into oblivion. Whenever you study the history
of the Russian Revolution, you will find dark spots here and there.
Historians have come up with lots of explanations about those
events. And lo and behold, as the social and political structure
changes, these explanations change, too. They are as substantial
and convincing as before, but their essence becomes directly op-
posite. It is much like whenever a judge changed, the person on
trial and the proof system would change, too. These explanations
are like rings on the water — they remain atop, and it is all mud,
murky water, and silence in the deep.

A bright example is how Lenin traveled in a “sealed” railway
car. Some of the historians say the German spy Ulyanov came
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home bringing German money. The others say the proletarian
leader returned to orchestrate a revolution. However, neither can
explain why Lenin freely entered Russia or why he didn’t have to
use any counterfeit documents. Right at the railway station, he
called people to overthrow the existing government and just got
away with that.

We need the simplest tool to study the history of our revo-
lutions — the common sense. If a healthy, powerful, and very
rich person suddenly died, the investigation process would be
the same in any country. Competent agencies would consider all
the versions, look for motives, vestiges, and proofs of the crime.
No variants would be neglected only because “this can’t be true”
Detectives shall not act from emotions in their job, they have to
deal with the facts. And when a whole empire has been destroyed,
documents and deeds of people are the facts.

If we start to study the revolution period in our country, our
main feeling will be astonishment. That incredibly many acts of
states, politicians, governments, and parties within such a short
time segment cause contradictory feelings. However, let’s not see
politicians and statesmen as fools and simpletons. They aren’t any
witless than we are. If their actions seem odd to us, then we just
fail to see their real motives and objectives. If a variety of serious
political events miraculously coincide in such a short period, it
can’t be a game of chance. Let’s see who profited from it...

Let’s conduct our own investigation. We'll stick to the facts
and put away all the emotions and stereotypes. Just then the one
to be truly blamed for the catastrophe unprecedented in the Rus-
sian history will come out of the shadow...

Convenient bowels of the conspiracy theory are regularly used
to hide the truth about the reasons, orchestrators, and spon-
sors of the Russian Revolution. Indeed, how can the colossus of
arevolution be planned in advance? How can all the kaleidoscope
of occasions, human characters, and acts of nature be taken into
account? What brain or association is capable of that?

This is what we hear from those who either strive to withhold
the truth or are just unaware of how the global politics works,
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and therefore believe that revolutions are always spontaneous
like fires in warehouses happen to be. They believe that neither
misuse of funds nor revisions can cause fires, that competitors
never set fires on their opponents; and enviers never commit acts
of arson — they are sure that the only reasons for fires are short
circuits and cigarette ends unextinguished without any fraudulent
intent...

So, can a revolution be calculated and planned?

Definitely not! No one has ever planned a revolution as an
accurate sequence of mathematically precise acts of different
people and groups. However, it doesn’t mean that there were no
intents to shatter Russia from the inside and remove this strong
geopolitical competitor.

Do you plan your life from one certificate to another? When
I am 18, I will enter University A on Street B, and I will get A in
Math and B in Physics. When I am 23, I will be an ordinary man-
ager with 2 years’ experience, and then I'll be appointed deputy
director, and in 5 years I'll become a director. When I am 26, I'll
get married to a blonde by the name of Irene, and we’ll have two
daughters. We’'ll have Karina this year, and Olga the next year.
When I turn 29, I'll buy a country house...

No one plans their lives that way, that’s ridiculous. Life has so
many factors that simply can’t be predicted. No one is capable of
such scheduling, but does it mean that you DON'T MAKE ANY
PLANS IN YOUR LIFE? Does it mean you don’t construct your
life in some way? This is as much nonsense. But this is exactly
what our “denouncers’ say — because a revolution is as unpredict-
able as nature, no one can do anything to explode opposing states.

Still, you plan your life — not in every detail, but in general,
topically. I need to get a degree, I need to get married, now it’s
time to have kids. You choose the trends of your life and affect
its course. Thus, your life is 50% governed by circumstances and
50% created by yourself.

Likewise, the orchestrators of the Russian Revolution never
planned it end-to-end, but they always tried to direct the events
according to their needs. They watched the circumstances
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developing, adjusted, changed and modified their plans, they
made their mistakes, had their wins and sustained their defeats.
A revolution is like life, and in life, you always plan your objec-
tives depending on sine waves of the reality.

We use different people to our benefit, whether it is good or
bad. We just do it. National security agencies do the same — they
spent dozens of years to weaken and destroy their opponents.
And doing so, they use a lot of people that for various reasons
and circumstances are eager to cooperate and help. Sometimes
these “helpers” simply don’t understand what they are doing, as
no one explains to them the essence of their tasks.

States contest each other, and this is indisputable. If the op-
ponent has become weaker, wow. If he hasn’t, proceed. Complete
destruction of the opponent is an inaccessible objective and is
really rare. It requires exclusive good luck and a combination of
circumstances, as well as long-term painstaking work, every day
and every hour.

This is what the Russian Revolution was about. THAT Tsar
in the lead of the country, THOSE allies of the Tsar, that small
bunch of extremely talented cynics and riff-raffs from revolutio-
nary parties, that good luck for one party, and that fatal bad luck
for the other. Criminal stupidity, foul treachery, impermissible
faith, and a gift of oratory — all of it made our revolution hap-
pen. There were dozens of thousands of factors that combined
for Russia’s bad luck.

All those ifs...

However, we can't fail to see that all of it was prepared by
the scouts of the foreign nation, who took every effort to get all
of it ready...

...Our revolution had two stages that are mistakenly consi-
dered to be independent full-weight coups. Whether you admit
it or not, it all started in February.! We've always been told that
the events of the February Revolution were plain and simple:

! According to the Gregorian calendar, the revolution happened in March,
and the October Revolution took place in November.
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hungry people took to the streets to cry out for some bread and
then turned to political slogans. They say it was how autocracy
was toppled in Russia. However, the simplicity of this scheme is
so very misleading. For instance, Pavel Milyukov, one of the lea-
ders of the February Revolution, the leader of the Constitutional
Democratic (KDs) Party, didn’t agree with this simplicity. Hav-
ing participated in those events in person, he didn’t delay to
write down his reminiscences of them, where he confided that
the mechanisms of the February Revolution remained unclear
to him.

“This is the darkest spot in the history of the Russian Revolu-
tion,” Milyukov wrote about the events that had put a start to
the February Revolution.! The name of the chapter where this
quotation comes from is also informative, as it is “Secret Sources
of Labor Movement.”? The matter of how and why this revolution
started is “the darkest spot” in regard to the February Revolution.
This is so odd — you start to read memoirs of the central figures
of those events and see blind spots here and there. You had it all
clear, bread — demonstration — revolution, but as soon as you
open the memoirs of one of the main “Februarists,” the puzzle
gets scattered.

“One of the omens for this overthrow was the suppressed
unrest within labor masses, its source unclear, though this source
could hardly have been the leaders of Socialist Parties within
the State Duma.”?

The coup started with labor demonstrations, but Milyukov
was absolutely unaware of who organized them and why they
began.

It is only obvious that KDs didn'’t initiate them, and nor did
their allies from the Progressive Party in the Duma. Social Revo-
lutionaries (SRs) didn’t take people to the streets, either. This

! Milyukov P. History of the Second Russian Revolution. Minsk: Kharvest,
2002. P. 33.

2 Ib.
3 Ib. P. 34.
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becomes evident as we flip through a book by Victor Chernov,
a well-known leader of this party. After the chapter on how
the World War proceeded and how revolutionaries from different
countries were trying to come to some mutual understanding, he
tells us how he returned to Russia after the February Revolution.'
If SRs had made something this important, they would have been
trumpeting about it all over the world: we’ve started a process
that ended in the damned tsarism overthrowing!

Bolsheviks didn’t organize the labor demonstrations, either,
though later the Soviet historians crept them with the merit of
the manifestation arrangement. However, it happened much later,
when many of those involved in these events were already dead,
and the rest of them were writing their memoirs abroad. At that
moment, the matter of who took people to the streets in Febru-
ary 1917 was interesting only to a small coterie, and no one was
going to argue with the Red historians. It was so convenient and
profitable for the true orchestrators of Russia’s collapse. Lenin
and his party gave them a 100% good alibi. However, contradict-
ing this lie is so easy — we only need to ask who of the Bolshevist
leaders arranged the labor demonstrations that ended in the tsar-
ism overthrowing. It will instantly become clear that all of them
were either abroad or in prison, and Vladimir Lenin learnt about
the revolution “orchestrated by his party” from the fresh Swiss
newspapers. And oh, he was surprised.

And yet, the start of the February Revolution is the key mo-
ment for us. We need to know for sure when the Russian Empire
started to collapse, and then we will arm ourselves with patience
and immense into the subject. And here there are some new dis-
coveries. To be more specific, the logics of these events should
be like this: bread — the labor demonstration — the clashes with
the police — the revolt of the city garrison soldiers — the revolu-
tion. And again, there are mysteries at every turn here:

¢ it is unknown why the working people came to protest;
¢ it is also unknown who orchestrated these demonstrations.

! Chernov V. Before the Storm. Minsk: Kharvest, 2004. P. 308—-309.
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“Neither Bolsheviks nor Mensheviks, or the Working Party, or
the SRs on their own or all together could have brought the work-
ers of Petrograd to the streets,” Viktor Chernov, the leader of
the Socialist Revolutionary party, wrote in his memoirs.

So, the workers just stopped working, drew some posters
and banners as they must have been bored and for no reason
moved forward to overthrow autocracy. If we dig further into
the Chronicles of the February Revolution, it doesn’t become any
clearer. Nobody can give a reasonable answer to the second key
question — who took the soldiers to the streets?

“Just the day before it (appearance of soldiers — N. S.), the rep-
resentatives of the left-wing parties met, and most of them were
sure that the turmoil was fading away and that the Govern-
ment had won,” Milyukov quoted his Duma colleague Vladimir
Stankevich and added, “However, behind-the-scenes revolution
preparation remained behind the scenes.”?

Hey, that is interesting. A revolution took place, and no one
can clearly explain how its primary events, which caused the shift
in power in Russia, happened. No one got soldiers or workers
ready, but as if commanded they took to the streets when it was
needed, and the outcome of the case was in favor of the over-
throw. “There must have been a directing force, but it obvi-
ously had nothing to do with organized left-wing parties,” Mi-
lyukov tells us.> And there are some incertitude and confusion in
the words of the KD leader. The revolution happened, but neither
the Rights (i.e., KDs and Octobrists) nor the Lefts (i.e., SRs and
Social Democrats) had organized it. It’s hard not to get confused:
they had been waiting for freedom decades-long, and when it
came, no one knew whom to bless for it.

And old time-proven clichés — whatever is wrong, the Ger-
mans did it — didn’t work here. It was so convenient, and no

! Chernov V. The Great Russian Revolution. M.: Tsentrpoligraph, 2007. P. 100.

2 Milyukov P. History of the Second Russian Revolution. Minsk: Kharvest,
2002. P. 36.

* Ib. P. 37.
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evidence was needed. The key proof is really simple: who else
can profit from it? Whom did we fight with? Germany. Then,
whatever was wrong, the Germans did it. However, if we check
the facts closer, this simple logic doesn’t work. It wasn’t for
the first time when in February 1917 our dear Russian workers
went on a strike. They had already done that before, for instance,
during the Russian Revolution in 1905-1907. Still, never in his-
toriography has anyone written that the first Revolution in 1905
with all its strikes was orchestrated by the Kaiser’s intelligence
service. That was because it was so ridiculous and absurd to
blame the Germans for heating up the Russian liberation move-
ment in that historic period. And indeed, Berlin had no motive
for subversion in 1905. It was Japan who had the motive, so
historians love to say that during the Russo-Japanese war revo-
lutionaries were paid with Mikado’s money. Yet, as World War
1 began, the Japanese lost their motive for subversion (as they
were with the Entente), and now the Germans had it, as Russia
became their opponent.

Just one problem here — all the questionable events of
the Russian Revolutions seem to be written with one hand. One
hand held the pen and simply copied the same scenario.!

And if we know the Germans didn’t orchestrate our first revolt,
why should we put the February and even the October in their
book?

“Great changes came in the east. In March, the revolution sup-
ported by the Entente overthrew the Tsar... It is a mystery to me
why the Entente walked hand in hand with the revolution... But
there is no doubt the Entente hoped to accrue some benefits from
the revolution to make war...,” said General Erich Ludendorff,
the actual leader of the German Army.”

! Geopolitical opponents have always been sabotaging Russia. For more
details of this Hundred Years War see: Starikov N. Who is Financing
Russia’s Collapse? From Decembrists to Mujahideen. St. Pb.: Piter, 2011.

2 Ludendorff E. My Memoirs of War 1914—1918. Minsk: Kharvest, 2005.
P.411.



